
 

 

Newsletter – February 2015 (Issue 2) 

Captain’s Update 
We start the year on a sad note with the deaths of much-valued supporters of our club; 
our thoughts are with their families at this most difficult of times. We say farewell to 
Cathy Houston, mother of head green keeper John, Peter Wimbush, Jimmy Briggs and 
Jim Cairns. 
 

January has not been kind to the winter golfers, but I am surprised by Ladies heading to 
the first tee in a snow storm and record numbers of men playing on Sundays. The 
Juniors not to be outdone had their Prize Giving on the 3rd of January and also many 
juniors played before the trophies were presented, of which there were more than a few 

on show. It was good to see one of our Past Captains Nat Little presenting the prizes. See Pamela Watsons 
report for details. 

 
I was delighted to attend the EGGS (Christmas) Lunch on the 16th of January. Great food, well done to Shona 
and her team. They are a lively bunch, the EGGS, not many cars in the car park, but lots of empty vino bottles. 
There was a presentation to Alzheimer’s Scotland and details are in the EGGS report. 

 
I attended the Kirkcudbright Sports Hub meeting on the 22nd and with their help we will again be encouraging 
you to take golf lessons (Ladies, Men and Juniors) March/April. This will be at minimal cost. If you wish to enroll 
please contact me on my personal email. (maurice@mauricehalliday.co.uk). 

 

The minutes of the monthly committee meetings are posted on the main notice board and you can keep up to 
date on the clubs progress. Just a few snippets. The winter work is on going, even in this difficult weather. The 
pond at the ninth is the priority, cleaning silt and weed. Very soon our local amphibians will be creating the next 
generation and like wise with hedging and shrub areas will be tided before the birds start nesting. Over the 
winter we have had a number of sightings of deer on the course as well as a number of birds of prey. Sadly a 
young deer was found behind the third green. Did any one see it on the move? 

 
For the start of the season we will have a few new bits of new machinery, one for cutting and one for spreading 
sand etc. 

 
May I remind you that the Office is open most days in the mornings and Tony the Club Manger and his 
apprentice Bill will be delighted to take your fees. 

Bring on the Sun, 
 
Maurice. 

www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @kbtgolfclub@kbtgolfclub@kbtgolfclub@kbtgolfclub 

 

Facebook: Kirkcudbright Golf ClubKirkcudbright Golf ClubKirkcudbright Golf ClubKirkcudbright Golf Club 

 

Email: info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

 

Phone: 01557 330314 
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Office Matters 

This month’s topic is subscriptions. For clarification Full Membership is from January 1st to December 
31st 2015. Winter Membership from October 1st 2014 to March 31st 2015. Subscriptions are now due and 
should be paid by January 31st. Entry to Club Competitions is conditional on bona fide membership. Any 
problems or Winter Members wishing to take out full membership contact the office. 
 
The buggy question was addressed at the January Management Committee Meeting; the Club Captain 
also endorsed an innovative initiative. Interested parties should peruse the minutes. Following 
consultation with Shona and The Star the lounge will be open for tea and coffee on Mondays but will be 
closed on Thursdays. Other winter opening times are as posted. 
 
Gents trophies have now been engraved and can the winners please pick them up from the Office.  
 
The office remains at your disposal for suggestions or enquiries. 
 
Manager 
 
Tony Reason 

 

 

Hello, I would like to introduce myself; I’m Helen McQueen, the Lady Captain. My vice-captain is 
Mary Robertson and we are both looking forward to the season ahead (and some warmer 
weather!)  

The hardy souls among us continue to play our Winter League on Saturdays at 11.30  

Tuesday mornings at 9.30 are well attended but for those who don’t play, the coffee and chat 
afterwards are also a great draw. 

We are sorry that two of our ladies will not be re-joining this year. Janet Patterson and Bud 
Gordon are both past captains and have been great supporters of the club over the years. Bud 
especially is an example to us all! They will be missed but we hope they won’t be strangers and 
will visit from time to time.  

On a sad note, our condolences to Christine Wimbush and our greenkeeper, John in their recent 
sad losses. Our thoughts are with them.  

The Ladies are hoping to have a fund-raising event shortly... look out for details.  

I was pleased to be asked to present the cheque to the Alzheimer’s Society at the recent EGGS 
lunch. The sum of £300 was raised, well done to all involved. I do hope everyone has found their 
way home by now!  

Happy golfing  

Helen  

Ladies Section 
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Junior Scene 
 

We held a fun 9-hole Texas scramble on Saturday 3rd 
January in the glorious winter sunshine. 6 adults and 
22 children participated and everyone had a very 
enjoyable game of golf. Afterwards the clubhouse 
filled up with juniors, family and friends to watch the 
presentation of the trophies to all the 2014 
prizewinners.  
 
I would like to thank Nat Little for presenting the 
prizes and for his continued help and support of the 
Junior section. I would also like thank all the children, 
their families and friends for not only turning out for 
the prize giving but for their efforts in supporting their 
children and the junior section of Kirkcudbright Golf 
Club all year round. 
 
Coaching with David Broadfoot at Tongland Family 
Golf Centre has also started this month with 26 
children from ages 4 to 14 benefiting from David’s 
expertise. There will be 4 more days of coaching for 
the juniors before the new season begins. 
 
Pictured in the photo below are all the Junior trophy 
winners from 2014. 
 

Pam 
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This month I would like to talk a little bit about the backswing and in particular, the 
ideal way to move the club into the correct positions.  Achieving the correct 
positions in the backswing eliminate the need to make compensations to achieve 
the correct positions in your downswing. The less compensations you have to make, 
the better! Therefore, the backswing is very important. 
 
The take-away 
The first move of your backswing and an all-important one! If your take-away is off, 
the rest of your backswing is likely to be off too. Try to ensure your first move is 
done with the arms and shoulders. At this point, your hands shouldn't be doing 
much more than simply holding on to the golf club.  See picture 1 
 
Half-way back 
From a good take-away, you should have the club pretty much in the correct 
position. As the club gets to parallel with the ground, we want the shaft of the club to 
be parallel with our target line. As you can see in the picture 2, the club-head is 
pretty much on the same line as my hands and the club shaft is parallel to my target 
line. 
 
Three-quarters back 
Now in the 3/4 position, my club is perfectly 'on-plane.'  As you can see in picture 3, 
the line of the club shaft points directly at the ball indicating a perfect swing plane.  If 
the line of the shaft was pointing inside the ball, closer to my feet, the shaft would be 
too upright.  If the line of the shaft was pointing to the outside of the ball, the shaft 
would be too flat. 
 
Top of the backswing 
The top of the backswing position is an indication of everything that has happened 
as the club makes it way up there. If your positions have been good leading up to 
the top, you should have a similar looking position to picture 4. The club points 
parallel to the target line and is now in a position to move into a good downswing 
position without making any compensations. 
 
I hope you enjoyed the read, and hopefully you will now have a better 
understanding of the backswing and the positions you should look out for. 
 
I am available for lessons 7 days a week, morning, afternoon and evening.  Please 
don't hesitate to get in touch with me anytime via my mobile 07894 319236, or email 
me at dbroadfoot87@gmail.com 
 
FEBRUARY SPECIAL OFFER - For the month of February, I will be offering a 
free 90-minute on-course lesson with every 2 lessons purchased as a 
package.  That's only £40 for 2.5 hours of coaching!  The 2 lessons will need 
be used by 1st March and the on-course lesson can be used anytime up 
to 31st march.  DON'T MISS THIS FANTASTIC OFFER! 
 
I look forward to hearing from you, David Broadfoot, PGA Golf Professional, 

Kirkcudbright Golf Club. 

February Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 
 

Picture 1 

Picture 4 

Picture 3 

Picture 2 
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Rules Corner 

This month in the hot seat is our Junior Captain Nathan Watson. Everyone sees Nathan out on the course but lets fine 

a little bit more about him … 

Nathan, what’s your handicap just now? 
4.4 
 
What’s the best course you’ve played? 

Fortrose & Rosemarkie near Inverness although my favourite course in Dumfries & Galloway is Stranraer. 
 
What’s been your best moment in golf? 

My first game for the South of Scotland Junior Team and my gross 66 in 2013. 
 
Who would be in your dream 4-ball? 
Ernie Els, Henrik Stenson & Justin Rose. 
 
Favourite club in your bag? 

My 60-degree wedge because I love playing high floating pitches and chips.   
 
If you could change one thing in the game what would it be? 

The rule when a provisional ball has been played because you think your first ball maybe lost but you then 
find your first ball and it is unplayable and you have to go back and play it again. 
 
Best piece of advice you’ve been given? 

I'm often told I need to slow down and think about what I'm doing. 
 
Bogey hole at Kirkcudbright? 

The trees on the left of the 10th cause a bit of worry. 
 
Any golf superstitions? 
No 
 
And finally, away from golf, what else do you get up to? 

I enjoy the darts and football. 
 
Thanks Nathan, keep up the good golf! 

Player Profile 

Q: Player A looks into Player B’s bag to determine what club they used to play their last shot. Is this the 
equivalent of asking for advice and therefore does he/she incur a penalty? 
 
A: No. Information obtained by observation is not advice. If however they touch anything, such as a towel to 
identify the missing club they would be in breach of rule 8-1. 
 
Q: A players ball starts moving during his backswing and he strikes the ball while it is still moving. What is 
the ruling? 
 
A: There is no penalty under Rule 14-5 because the ball began to move after the player had begun his 
backswing However, if the player had caused the ball to move or addressed it, they incurred a penalty stroke 
– Rule 18-2a or b.. 
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EGGS 

The EGGS held their annual dinner in the clubhouse 
on 16th January and a good time was enjoyed by all. 
 
EGGS Captain Ian McConchie & Ladies Captain 
Helen McQueen handed over a cheque for £300 to 
Fiona Bell of Alzheimer’s Scotland. 

And finally …. 

 
Don’t forget, even if you haven’t dug out your clubs for the upcoming season you can keep up to date with the latest 
results at www.masterscoreboard.com 
 
Finally don’t forget this is your newsletter so let us know what you think! Tell us what you want to know and we’ll do 
our best to tell you … If you would like to see something included or have any feedback please contact me at 
malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 


